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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1 .97(c), Applicants bring to the attention of 
the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449 and/or cited in the 
International Search Report. Copies of the listed documents are attached. This 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the events recited in 
Section 1 .97(b) but, to the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of 
either a Final action, Quayle action, or a Notice of Allowance. Under the provisions 
of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by a 
fee of $180.00 as specified by Section 1.1 7(p). 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed 
documents and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations 
on the attached PTO 1449. 
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With respect to the non-English language documents listed on the 

accompanying PTO-1449, Applicants submit the following remarks: 

1. Japanese Patent Publication No. 07-090123 A - Enclosed is an English 
language version of a search report from the European Patent Office in the PCT 
international application, from which this national phase U.S. application is derived. 
Applicants have also included a machine translated version of JP 07-090123 A. An 
abstract was previously provided. 

2. European Application No. 0 242 840 B1 - This document is believed to 
be a foreign language counterpart to U.S. Patent No. 4,895,692, submitted herewith. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claims in the application and Applicants 
determine that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States 
law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or 
more of the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 
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Application No. 09/878,405 
Attorney Docket No. 05999.0091 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 

charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, LLP. 



Dated: December 15, 2003 By: 




Reg. No. 43,662 



626295 



FINN EC AN 
HENDERSON 
FARABOW 
GARRETT & 
DUNNERtif 

1 300 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.408.4000 
Fax 202.408.4400 
www.fi nnegan .com 



-3- 



Atty. Docket No. 05999fDU91 -00-000 



> Information disclosure citation 

frt&Big*^ 1 

<^ Appln no 09/878,405 



Applicant 



Marco NAHM IAS NANNI et al. 



QMBNo. 0651-0011 



tee? 



Filing Date 



June 12, 2001 



Group: 



1713 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial* 




Document 
Number 


Issue Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date 

If Appropriate 






3,846,365 


11/05/1974 


Berg et al. 












4,179,421 


12/18/1979 


Edwards et al. 












4,341,672 


07/27/1982 


Hsieh et al. 












4,768,937 


09/06/1988 


Singh 












4,872,822 


10/10/1989 


Pizzorno 












4,895,692 


1/23/1990 


Laurent et al. 










FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes or No 






EP0 199 064 B1 


10/29/1986 


Europe 








\ 




EP 0 242 840 B1 


10/28/1987 


Europe 








I 




EP 0 644 235 B1 


03/22/1995 


Europe 








ft 




JP 07-090123 A 


4/4/1995 


Japan 








1 




WO 96/37546 


11/28/1996 


PCT 












EP 0 763 564 A2 


03/19/1997 


Europe 








* 




WO 98/13428 


04/2/1998 


PCT 












WO 00/37555 


06/29/2000 


PCT 









OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




Bruce R. Richmond, Carbon Black Dispersion Measurement. Part II. Influence of Dispersion on 
Physical Properties (October 1993). 




D. N. Schulz and S. R. Turner, Recent Advances in the Chemical Modification of Unsaturated 
Polymers, Rubber Chemistry and Technology; Vol. 55, No. 3 (July -August 1982), pages 809-1 1, 
838-843. 


i 


S. Leonardelli, L. Facchini, C. Fretiguy, P. Tougne, and A. P. Legrand, Silicon-29 Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance Study of Silica;. Journal of American Chemical Society 1992, 114, 6412-6418. 
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International Search Report for PCT/EP 99/09646, dated 4/20/00. 
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^FORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 



OMB No. 0651-0011 



Atty. Docket No 


05999.0091-00-000 


Appln. No. 09/878,405 




Applicant 


Marco NAHM IAS NANNI et al. 






Filing Date 


June 12, 2001 


Group: 1713 






Examiner 


Date Considered 


*Examiner: 


Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 


Form PT0 1449 


Patent and Trademark Office - U.S. Department of Commerce 
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